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KEY RIGHTS OF 
MIGRANT CHILDREN 
IN EMERGENCIES

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS

* The rights considered are excerpted from various international treaties, namely the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and its Optional Protocols, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, the conventions relating 
to the Status of Refugees and Stateless, and the Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its supplementary Protocols.    

CARE

Right to receive prioritised 
assistance and appropriate 

care on the ground of being 
vulnerable, provided that 

undue strain is not placed on 
the resources of the State

ASSISTANCE

Right to participate and to be 
heard on their needs, care 
and choices for assistance, 
and handled in an age and 

gender-sensitive manner

+

Right to live with their family, when alternative 
care is necessary, promote family and 
community-based care over placement in 
institutions

FAMILY

Right to privacy in respect
of information received

PRIVACY

Right to equality and 
non-discrimination 
regarding assistance, care 
and protection for 
children, accompanied, 
unaccompanied or 
separated, irrespective of 
their administrative status 
and reasons for being 
abroad

EQUALITY

Migrants In Countries In Crisis (MICIC): 
Supporting an Evidence-Based Approach for Effective and Cooperative State Action  www.icmpd.org/MICIC



Right to an adequate standard 
of living, particularly 
concerning nutrition, clothing 
and housing

STANDARD OF
LIVING

Prosecution of any forms from all 
types of media including social 
media, offending /stigmatising 

deliberately migrant children

MEDIA
PROSECUTION

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Right to education, both formal and 
non-formal, especially for girls

EDUCATION

Right to enjoy the highest 
attainable standard of health 
and facilities for the treatment 
of illness and rehabilitation of 
health

HEALTH 
STANDARD

Right to join trade unions and other 
organizations or associations of their 
choice and to participate in their 
activities.

TRADE UNIONS

PLAY
Right to recreation 

and play

$

Right to transfer earnings, 
savings or other personal 

monetary assets abroad subject 
to domestic currency 

regulations

EARNINGS &
SAVINGS

Right to survival, life, and 
development

CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

SURVIVAL AND LIFE

Prohibition and elimination of all 
forms of violence and 
exploitation, including use of 
children as soldiers, trafficking, 
sexual abuse, hazardous work, 
smuggling and harmful practices

VIOLENCE 

Right to preserve his or 
her identity, including 
nationality and name

IDENTITY

Prohibition of "non-refoulement" to 
country of origin where there are 

substantial grounds for believing that there 
is a real risk of irreparable harm to the child

NON-REFOULEMENT

Prohibition of the sale 
of children, child 

prostitution and child 
pornography

CHILD
PROSTITUTION

Arbitrary arrest, detention 
and deprivation of liberty

ARREST
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